
CITATION INDEX
WHAT IS IT AND WHY DO WE NEED IT?



What is citation
index?

A citation index is a kind of bibliographic index, an index 
of citations between publications, allowing the user to 

easily establish which later documents cite which earlier 
documents.  Legal citation indexes are found in the 18th 

century and were made popular by citators such as 
Shepard's Citations (1873).
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H-index. What is it?
The index is a measure of the 

number of highly impactful papers a 
scientist has published. The larger 

the number of important papers, the 
higher the h-index, regardless of 
where the work was published. 



How To Calculate Your H-
index?

To calculate it, only two pieces of information are required: the total number of papers 
published (Np) and the number of citations (Nc) for each paper. The h-index is defined by 

how many h of a researcher’s publications (Np) have at least h citations each. 



Example

,,

An h-index of 25 
means the 

researcher has 25 
papers, each of 
which has been 
cited 25+ times. 
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How To Find Your Papers' H-index?

Search for your name 
in the Author Search. 
In the list of authors 
that comes up in the 
search results, click 

on Details. The Details 
page provides both 
the times cited and 

the h-index, with links 
to graphs and tables. 

Use the Author Finder 
option to search this 

multidisciplinary citation 
database of peer- 

reviewed literature with 
tools to track, analyze 
and visualize research. 

Register for 
ResearcherID to get 

your bibliometric data. 

It provides a simple way to check who is citing your
publications and graph citations over time. Use the

Author name field in the Advanced Search form 
to search for yourself. Google Scholar only 

provides citation counts for individual 
articles, not an author's 

entire career. 

This software 
program retrieves 

and analyzes 
academic 

citations. It uses 
Google Scholar to 

obtain the raw 
citations, then 
analyzes them 

Scopus Web of
Science

Google Scholar Citations Publish or
Perish

1 2 3 4



Part III

H-index
How to find your
papers' h-index?

How to increase
your h-index? Citation indexes



How To Increase Your Papers' H-index?

Second, share your 
papers with your 

friends in 
ResearchGate, 
Linkedin, and 

Facebook. Thereby 
you will increase 
the chances of 

your paper to be 
seen, cited and 

shared. 

First, in order to enlarge 
your audience citing your 
work change modify your 
conference papers and 

transform it into a journal 
and submit to journal 

publishers. However, be 
sure that journal 

publishers do have high 
index rates. To be sure 
about that you can ask 

that publisher for a 
document certifying they 
have a particular index 

rate. 

Third, when you write a new 
paper cite your own papers 
if it is applicable but do not 
cite all the papers you have. 

Usually, a person doing a 
research and citing your 
paper looks through the 

reference list of your article 
and searches for the articles 

you used. Therefore, by 
citing your old papers you 

will increase the probability 
of the reader to see your 

previous papers too. 

Along with h-index calculation tools, it is also important for you to be familiar with some 
tips to increase the number of your h-index. 
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Citation
Indexes

Science
Citation Index

(SCI)

Social Sciences
Citation Index

(SSCI)

Journal 
Citation Reports 

(JSR)



Science
Citation
Index 
(SCI)

The Science Citation Index (SCI) is a citation index originally produced by the Institute for Scientific Information
(ISI) and created by Eugene Garfield. This database allows a researcher to identify which later articles have 
cited any particular earlier article, or have cited the articles of any particular author, or have been cited most 

frequently. Thomson Reuters also markets several subsets of this database, termed "Specialty Citation 
Indexes", such as the Neuroscience Citation Index and the Chemistry Citation Index. 



Social
Sciences
Citation
Index 
(SSCI)

The Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI) is an interdisciplinary citation index product of Thomson
Reuters' Healthcare & Science division. It was developed by the Institute for Scientific Information 

(ISI) from the Science Citation Index. This citation database covers some 2,474 of the world's 
leading journals of social sciences across more than 50 disciplines. It is made available online 
through the Web of Science service for a fee. This database product provides information to 

identify the articles cited most frequently and by what publisher and author.



Journal 
Citation
Reports 

(JSR)

Journal Citation Reports (JSR) offers a systematic, objective means to critically evaluate the world's
leading journals, with quantifiable, statistical information based on citation data. By compiling 

articles' cited references, JCR helps to measure research influence and impact at the journal and 
category levels and shows the relationship between citing and cited journals. Available in Science 

and Social Sciences editions.
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